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ost families like to
relax over the week-
end — maybe a trip

to the beach or to see a movie.
As for the Leongs? Well, they
like to create businesses.

The Leongs — Evan and
Kari and their kids Kyndra (6),
Koko (10) and Buddy (13) —
all participated in the most re-
cent Startup Weekend Honolu-
Iu (SWHNL) together. Startup
Weekend, which takes place
in cities throughout the world,

Local Family Creates GoPro Accessory

The entreprencurial spirit
seems to run in the family. Evan
and Kari launched Bubble Tea
Supply, which distributes bub-
ble teas to retailers, 15 years
ago. That’s still their primary
business, and in the years since,
they also have taken on a num-
ber of other projects. Evan runs
standuppaddlesurf net, which
features gear reviews and news
for SUP enthusiasts. Kari is a
DOE teacher and currently is
pursuing a doctorate degree of
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encouraged their kids to do
just that. The couple shared
a few tips on how to support
entrepreneurial activities with
your keiki.

1) Teach kids how to take
risks.

Many people, they say. sit
on their good ideas and don’t
do anything with them. Kids
should be encouraged to just
2o forit.

“Kids are very creative and
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gives contestants 54 hours to
come up with and execute an
original business idea.

The family took first place
for their Menehune Hat Clip,an
accessory designed to facilitate
GoPro use.

“We had talked about the
idea before. because we surf
a lot and record our fun on the
GoPro,” explains 10-year-old
Koko, who attends Punahou
School with his siblings.

The Menehune Hat Clip is
an adjustable, removable tool
that allows users to mount a
GoPro on their hat. Their clip
allows users to get clear images
— without unwanted snippets
of the brim of their hat.

To learn more about the
product and what’s next for the
kids, see page 24.
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education at University of Ha-
waii. And for Kari, SWHNL
also provided a little bit for ex-
periential learning for the topic
of her dissertation: teaching
entrepreneurship to elementa-
ry-aged kids.

Evan and Kari also manage
Greater Good Radio, which
features interviews with entre-
preneurs about their commu-
nity involvement. They also
founded kokua.org, which con-
nects people across industries
and started Ad Up Hawaii to
help nonprofits with marketing.

The couple also helps their
kids manage their website, me-
nehunes net.

“Our parents are entrepre-
neurs and we want to be just
like them,” says Kyndra.

Evan and Kari always have

can think out of the box if no
one stifles them,” Kari says.

And, she continues, kids
should be taught that failing
is OK.

“Their failures and mistakes
help them be better each time
s0 that they can learn from the
failure and create something
better.” she says. “Take risks
so0 that you can succeed.”

2) Make sure they focus on
solutions.

Asateacher, Kari often hears
her students complain about
others or lament that their sup-
plies are broken. But just point-
ing out the problems, she says,
is not productive.

“I try to teach my students
and kids of my own, instead of
sitting and reporting a problem,
use your energy to think of how

you can solve the problem,”
Kari says.

That way, she says, you're
encouraging them to fix the
problem for others who may
face 1t in the future.

“Focus on solutions so you
can make the world a better
place and create ways to make
problems go away.”

3) Teach them how to work
with others.

Kyndra, Koko and Buddy
all said that the most valuable
thing they learned during Start-
up Weekend was how import-
ant teamwork is.

They all had an integral part
in putting everything together:
Buddy drafted clip designs and
created a logo; Koko helped
with the video; Kyndra assist-
ed her mom with a PowerPoint
presentation. Plus, the whole

team also had to conduct mar-
ket research and estimate earn-
ings projections.

“If everyone on the team
focuses on the thing that they
are really good at, together it
makes an awesome team to
showcase,” Kari says.
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THE QUEEN'S

HEALTH CARE CENTERS

Queen’s quality care
close to home.

From flu shots to check ups,
and everything else in between,
keeping our patients healthy is
important to us. Visit one of our
convenient centers and let our
doctors and care team put you
and your family first. 40

We are pleased to announce

. Alina Wang, MD

Family Medicine
has joined our
owntown location.

»

DOWNTOWN

Queen's Physicians Office Bldg. 3
550 S. Beretania St., Suite 401
Ph: 691-7744 = FAX: 691-4005
Menday - Friday: 8AM - 5PM

HAWAII KAl

377 Keahole St. (near Safeway & Longs)
Ph: 396-6675 = FAX: 395-2104
Monday - Friday: 8AM - 6PM

Saturday: 8AM - 2PM

For more information and locations, visit:
www.queenshealthcarecenters.com

KAPOLEI

599 Farrington Highway, Suite 201
Ph: 674-9500 = FAX: 674-9436
Monday - Friday: 8AM - 7PM
Saturday: 8AM - 12PM




